
Competing Life Goals 
 
No reference. Developed for the purposes of this study 
Scale: 1=Definitely [Option A], 2=Sort of [Option A], 3=Definitely [Option B], Sort of [Option 
B] 
 
Directions: For each question below two occupations are described.  Information on the 
occupation’s purpose, startling salary and work conditions and education are given. Salaries 
range from average, good, very good, and excellent.  If YOU had to choose one of the 
occupations to hold for yourself, which one would it be?   
80.  A. Computer Programmer:  

Improves how a computer program works. 
 

B.  Computer Customer Service  
Installs hardware and software or repair 
computers for organizations or customers.                   

Starting 
salary: 

$65,000 $65,000 

Work  
Conditions:  
 

A lot of time to spend time with family 
because often you can set your own work 
schedule and can work from home 

40 hours per week, so there is an average 
amount of time for being with family 

Education 4-years of college 4 years of college 
 

81.  A. Investment Banker: Provide investment 
services such as underwriting or brokering 
for a bank.      

B. Accountant for an International 
Corporation:  Maintains records of the 
money that an international company 
invests and earns in different parts of the 
world. 

Starting 
salary: 

$80,000 $70,000 

Work  
Conditions:  

 Regular work schedule is 40 hours per 
week 

Often work online from home and so they 
have plenty of time for their family 

Education 6 years of college 6 year of college  
 

82.  A. Chiropractor: Provide treatment for 
people who have hurt their back or neck in 
an accident or at work. 

B. Medical Technician: Analyzes results 
of blood and other laboratory 

Starting 
salary: 

$55,000  $65,000  

Work  
Conditions:  

Regular work schedule is 40 hours per 
week 

Regular work schedule is 40 hours per 
week 

Education 5 year of college 5 year of college  
 

83.  A. Office Interior Designer: Create 
attractive workplace interior designs for 
business customers.      

B. Home Design Consultant: Pick 
furniture, paint, and other home 
decorations to make homes attractive. 

Starting 
salary: 

$45,000 $35,000 

Work   Regular work schedule is 40 hours per A lot of time to spend time with family 



Conditions:  week because often you can set your own work 
schedule 

Education 2 years of training after high school 2 years of training after high school  
84.  A. Marriage and Family Counselor:  Help 

people who are having trouble with their 
husbands, wives or children. 

B. Child Development Researcher:  
Conducts research on the intellectual and 
emotional development of children. 

Starting 
salary: 

$55,000 $65,000 

Work  
Conditions:  

Regular work schedule is 40 hours per 
week 

Regular work schedule is 40 hours per 
week 

Education 6 years of college 6 years of college  
 

 
 

 

85.  A. Diet Analyst: Analyze components of 
different diets for nutritional value. 

B. Nurse: Assist doctors in providing 
treatment for patients who are sick or need 
help.                   

Starting 
salary: 

$40,000 $40,000 

Work  
Conditions:  

A lot of time to spend time with family 
because often you can set your own work 
schedule and can work from home 

Sometimes work on weekends or evenings 
depending on the shift and the occurrence 
of an emergency 

Education 3 years training after high school 3 years training after high school  


